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The fragmentary sculpture of F.35 of Tonina con- for T573, the general meaning of “change, succes- 


sists of the feet of a standing dignitary surmounted 
on a base (Figure 1).! The front edge of the base 
is inscribed with a single row of six glyphs, A-F. 
Glyph A of the inscription is fairly clearly 6 
Etz’nab. We could reasonably expect to find a co- 
efficient and month sign to accompany the 6 
Etz’nab, to form a Calendar Round date. A month 
sign is indeed present: a typical Yaxkin glyph oc- 
curs at D. However no bar and/or dot or head vari- 
ant form of a numeral is present between 6 
Etz’nab and the Yaxkin. Rather, there are two 
glyphs (B and C): the first is what is commonly ac- 
cepted as “completion” (cf. Thompson 1950:184- 
186), while the second glyph is a hel, “successor, 
change," compound (Thompson 1950:161-162). Al- 
though there are possible readings apart from hel 


sor" is, I think, accepted by most Mayanists. 

The third sign of the glyph at C is T87, te, 
which commonly occurs as a prefix to month 
signs: it is universally accepted in such contexts as 
a numeral classifier (Thompson 1950:54-56). This 
strengthens the hypothesis that the Yaxkin glyph at 
D does indeed function there as a month. 

We can thus interpret the first four glyphs of the 
text of F.35 as follows: 


"6 Etz’nab, completion of its changeover, 
Yaxkin." 


The “change” to Yaxkin occurs in the following 
way. The end of the preceding month, Xul, is the 
same as the "seating" of Yaxkin: this, presumably, 


is what is referred to by the hel glyph, the 
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l Figure 1. Tonina F.35. 
i Drawing by Ian Graham. 


| Tonina Monument 27 


Figure 2. Tonina F.27. 
Drawing by Ian Graham. 


"change." Therefore the "completion of the 
change” could be expected to be the following 
day, 1 Yaxkin. In the normal Classic Maya calen- 
dar, a month coefficient of one is in keeping with 
the day sign Etz’nab. This is consistent with the in- 
terpretation of these glyphs of Tonina F.35 as “6 
Etz’nab, completion of the change of Yaxkin," or 
more simply, "6 Etz’nab 1 Yaxkin.” 

Unfortunately, the Long Count position of this 
date cannot be determined for certain. There are 
various possibilities: 


a) 9.8.3.16.18 6 Etz’nab 1 Yaxkin 
b) 9.10.16.11.18 6 Etz’nab 1 Yaxkin 
c) 9.13.9.6.18 6 Etz’nab 1 Yaxkin 
d) 9.16.2.1.18 6 Etz’nab 1 Yaxkin 
e) 9.18.14.14.18 6 Etz’nab 1 Yaxkin 
f) 10.1.7.9.18 6 Etz’nab 1 Yaxkin 


Stylistically, (c), (d), or (e) are the best possibili- 
ties. It is likely that glyphs E and F of F.35 are 
the same as glyphs A1-A2 of Tonina M.27 (Figure 
2). Unfortunately, however, M.27 cannot be se- 
curely placed in the Tonina dynastic sequence, and 
so it cannot be used to date F.35, even if the pro- 
posed equation is correct. 
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Notes 


1. This essay was originally distributed in manu- 
script form as Maya Glyph Notes, No. 9 in Decem- 
ber 1979. We here make it more widely available - 
-- Khristaan D. Villela, editor. 
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